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E. Stone, who then owned the land on the east side of
the river, thought his farm a very poor one; he,
however, commenced clearing it in the midst of wild
beasts and rattlesnakes, both of which were abundant,
and in a few years was richly rewarded for his labor,
in the sale of village lots, which commanded high
prices.

In the summer of 1818, I commenced teaching
a Sabbath School for the neglected children of our
oppressed race. For a while it was well attended, and
I hoped to be able to benefit in some measure the poor
and despised colored children, but the parents inter-
ested themselves very little in the undertaking, and it
shortly came to nought. So strong was the prejudice
then existing against the colored people, that very few
of the negroes seemed to have any courage or am-
bition to rise from the abject degradation in which the
estimation of the white man had placed him.

This year, also, I purchased a lot of land, eighteen
by fifty feet, situated on Main street, for which I was
to pay five hundred dollars. Having secured my
land, I began making preparations for building, and
soon had a good two story dwelling and store, into
which I moved my effects, and commenced a more
extensive business.

Some disadvantage as well as sport was occasioned
On business men, who resided on the confines of On-
tario and Genesee Counties. It was indeed laughableMr. but ignorance renders the poor slave so weakipotent
